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A Letter from
Summer's Way
President
These last two (2) years have presented many
challenges to all of us. We have seen disruptions,
economic hardships, international conflict, and
way too much loss of life. Yet through it all, you, our
donors have remained steadfast in your support of
Summer’s Way Foundation. In our fourth issues, we
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hope to share the significance of your
contributions as they continue to touch the lives of
so many young kids and their families impacted
by childhood cancer. Featured is our newest
program “Healing through the Arts” which will be
initiated at Brent’s Place. We are also thrilled to
announce that Summer’s Way Foundation has
taken the lead nationally in establishing a Rhabdo
coalition. As a coalition, we have initiated
collaborative grant funding, bringing rare
childhood cancers like rhabdo to the forefront of
research. Yes, we have been busy, and thanks to
you our generous donors, we are together making
a difference. I hope you enjoy our newsletter, while
appreciating the good that your support is
funding.
With warm regards,
Dr. Sharon Hammond, President

Young Investigator
Grant Recpients
Summer's Way Foundation & Friends of TJ's
presents the Young Investigator Grant Award
designed to support scientists in the early stages of
their research careers, such as postdoctoral or
clinical fellows. Outstanding mentor-ship and
demonstration of a career plan that shows
commitment to pediatric cancer investigation are
critical components of consideration.
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Harvard University. Her research has been focusing
on mutations that occur in Rhabdo which allow the
tumor cells to be more aggressive and resistant to
therapy. We are excited to have been able to
support this promising research.
Dr. Patience Obasaju (pictured left), 2022-2023
recipient, is a 5th year research fellow in pediatric
oncology and a 4th year in Cellular and Molecular
Medicine PhD graduate training program at Johns
Hopkins School University of Medicine. Her research
will be directed towards ways to inhibit a mutated
cancer causing gene in Rhabdo. This has continued
to be a tremendous challenge in developing
effective drug therapy. Her project will focus on a
select high risk group with the mutation. We are
hopeful that her research will lead to clinical trial
use.

Summer's Way 2021
International
Virtual Rhabdo
Workshop

We are pleased to have awarded Dr. Yon Claudia
Wei and Dr. Patience Obasaju for their promising
work on Rhabdo.

Dr. Yon Claudia Wei (pictured right), the 20212022 recipient. Claudia received her Bachelors at
Wuhan University, and PhD in cancer and
Biology at Emory University. She is currently
working in Boston at the Langenau Lab affiliated
with Massachusetts General Hospital and

An outstanding workshop, sponsored by
Summer’s Way, was held November 3-6, in which
we brought together the leading researchers,
clinicians, and foundations supporting Rhabdo
research from the United States and Europe.
Over this three-day period cutting edge research
was presented. Challenges facing the Rhabdo
community were outlined, followed by action
plans to advance therapeutic options. Despite the
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inherent barriers from virtual interaction,
attendees felt that much was accomplished
and collaboration amongst institutions was
advanced.

2021 Adversity
Scholarship
Recipients
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Healing through
the Arts
Our newest program will be initiating at Brent’s
Place, a facility that serves as a long-term living
space for children (and their families) who are
undergoing bone marrow transplants at the local
hospitals. The program will provide music and art
outlets to children and teens who, by the nature of
their cancer, are isolated and undergoing
significant pain, anxiety, and depression.
Under the guidance of trained, certified art and
music therapists individualized sessions will be
provided. Many studies have shown the
tremendous impact that art and music have on
the physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing of
the patient.

Heidi Mattson (left) is attending Colorado
Christian University) and Kyla Carey (right) is
attending University of Denver.

We are excited to be the first to offer this program
for so many at Brent’s Place. We are seeking any
tax-deductible donations of instruments for the
project. For donations, please contact
Summerswayfoundation@gmail.com

Wigs for Teens
In partnership with Hana Designs, we continue to
provide high quality hair pieces at no cost to the
teen/adolescents in the local community who are
experiencing hair loss from their cancer
treatments. We have received many testimonials
from parents expressing appreciation for the
sense of normality these wigs provide during this
most difficult time.

Advanced Rhabdo Data Analysis
Summer’s Way in conjunction with the recently
formed Rhabdo coalition ( Friends of TJ, Sebastian
Strong, and Maddie’ s Promise) will be supporting
the Soft Tissue Sarcoma committee (COG)/ in
conjunction with the National Cancer Institute in
providing funding for a Master Statistician. The
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individual will enter data into a national and
international data base for rhabdomyosarcoma.
Some 2000 specimens for analysis and data entry
will potentially provide for a targeted approach
towards treating Rhabdomyosarcoma.

Upcoming Events

Fundraisers for
Summer's Way

annual fundraiser at the Grizzly Rose!

Riley’s Summer Picnic sponsored by Achieve
Gymnastics. We thank Alan Heron and the Achieve
Gymnastics family for their support.

Yes, in person events are back!
Save the date, Saturday, October 1, 2022 for our

There will be a silent and live auction, an impactful
program, and of course, good old country music.
More details to come!

Easy Ways to
Donate Every Day
Shop with Amazon Smile via

ww.smile.amazon.com. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
your purchase to Summer's Way Foundation.
Also, connect your Kings Soopers (Kroger) shopping
card to Kings Soopers Community Rewards
Program. Once you link your Card to an

organization, all you have to do is shop at King
Soopers and swipe your Shopper’s Card.

3rd Annual Summer’s Way Memorial Soccer
Tournament (organized by Dartmouth College
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority and Chi Heorot
fraternity)

You can directly donate to the Foundation by
mailing donation to 6282 S. Netherland Way,
Centennial, CO 80016 or by visiting our website:
www.summersway.org

Special Thank You
Achieve Gymnastics
Guber Family Giving Fund
Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority, Dartmouth
College
Chi Heorot Fraternity, Dartmouth College
Positive Tracks
Cancer League of Colorado
National Institute of Health & National Cancer
Institute (Conference Grant)
Rose Medical Center Denver, Colorado
The Dallas Foundation

