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It has been almost a year since the founding of the

Summer's Way Foundation, and what a year it has

been! After our inception in January 2017 we

subsequently obtained our 501(3) status April 1,

2017.  
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In  the  Face  of  

Adversity

As we embark into our second year, we thought 

this would be the perfect time to update our 

supporters and generous donors on what 

milestones we’ve been able to achieve thanks to 

your support and contributions. 

Our goals for 2017 were three-fold – recognize 

those in our community who have faced adversity, 

reach out into our community to establish support 

groups for those who have lost a child to cancer or 

other medical illness, and to advance childhood 

cancer research. 

Looking back, we are pleased that we are well on 

our way to making a difference in each of those 

areas.  

In May 2017, Summer’s Way Foundation 

recognized Alex Lee, a graduate from Grandview 

High School in Centennial, Colorado.  Alex 

graduated valedictorian and received many 

awards in leadership. She also sponsored her own 

fundraising events for various philanthropic 

causes. Alex was selected by her high school 

counselors, teachers and administrators as being 

most reflective of the goals and criteria the 

Foundation had established for this adversity 

award.  She is currently attending California 

Polytechnic State University and is studying 

Mechanical Engineering.  

Community  

Outreach

As the holidays approached, the Summer’s Way 

Foundation Board felt that in addition to the 

bereavement support group, we could also 

provide support to many families over the holidays 

whose children were undergoing therapy at 

RMHC. We met this need by providing gift cards 

to those families from a local grocery store, King 

Soopers. We hope to continue to meet these 

individual family needs as identified by the social 

workers throughout 2018. 

 In furthering our community outreach, we were 

most appreciative of a community blood drive 

organized by Rogers and Sons, Inc. in honor of 

Summer. In this one-day blood drive, 25 pints of 

blood were collected, with up to 75 potential lives 

saved, and 21 new first-time donors participated. It 

was considered by all to be a tremendous success.Alex Lee, Recepient of the Summer's Way Foundation 

Adversity Award & Sharon Hammond, President of 

Summer's Way Foundation 

Support  for  Our  

Community

In September, Summer’s Way Foundation was 

instrumental in organizing and sponsoring a 

mother’s bereavement support group. The group 

is open to all mothers who have lost a child to 

cancer or other medical illness. Our facilitators are 

Mrs. Hannah Fransen, (a member of the SWF 

Board), and Mrs. Sundara Buckley, both of whom 

have degrees in social work and currently serve at 

Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children (RMHC) in 

Denver, Colorado. The group discussions are 

structured around Mrs. Fransen’s 12 -month 

program which also includes individual journaling 

and focused topics.  

After having met over the past six months, we 

have received considerable positive feedback on 

the topics discussed. Personally, I can attest to how 

helpful this group has been in my own grieving 

and healing process.  



V O L  0 1  I S S U E  0 1 0 3

Our third goal to advance childhood cancer 

research began with initial emphasis on 

Rhabdomyosarcoma. This rare cancer, which 

affected our foundation’s inspiration, Summer, has 

an extremely high mortality rate. However, like so 

many childhood cancers, it gets little, direct 

funding from the government via the National 

Cancer Institute nor does it receive any real 

substantial funding from private institutions. As 

part of our mission, we hope to expedite a process 

towards improved treatment and survivability of 

this devastating cancer. 

We are pleased to announce that the Summer’s 

Way Foundation will be sponsoring the first 

Summer’s Way Rhabdomyosarcoma Workshop, 

May 11 and 12, at Rose Medical Center in Denver, 

Colorado. We plan on having up to 50 recognized 

scientists and clinicians, whose focus is on Rhabdo, 

in attendance.  

To assist in the organization of this workshop we 

have been fortunate to have obtained support 

from several national and international leaders in 

the Rhabdo community. The following have been 

instrumental in these organizing efforts:  

In harmony with the workshop, we anticipate 

forming a research grant, supported by the 

Summer’s Way Foundation. We hope to bring 

together a coalition of private Foundations, who 

would like to contribute to the funding of this 

grant project.  The Summer’s Way Foundation 

plans to match the first $40,000 donated in hopes 

to make a profound impact. Together we will be 

stronger.  

2018  Summer 's  Way  

Rhabdomyosarcoma  

Workshop

Corinne Lenardic M.D., PhD, Duke

University Medical Center & School of Medicine 

David Kirsch M.D., PhD, Duke University Medical

Center & School of Medicine 

Lee Helman M.D., National Cancer Institute  

Doug Hawkins M.D., Seattle Children’s Hospital,

Barbara Levine University Professor  

David Langenau PhD, Massachusetts General

Hospital – Harvard Medical School 

Professor Janet Shipley PhD, Institute of Cancer

Research London, England  

Lenny Wexler M.D., Memorial Sloan Kettering

Cancer Center, Weil Cornell Medical College 

Rhabdomyosarcoma Workshop |   May 11 & 12, 2018
Summer's Way Foundation

Home to the first research, clinician, and family sponsored 

Rhabdomyosarcoma workshop.

Reflections  & 

Acknowledgements

As we reflect on 2017, we are pleased with our 

accomplishments, and the important ground 

work that has been laid. These initiatives as 

outlined could only have been possible through 

the generous support and financial assistance of 

our many donors, and those touched by 

Summer’s life.   

We also want to especially acknowledge the 

generous corporate and organizational support:  

Achieve Gymnastics, in partnership along with

Tagawa Gardens, Aurora, Colorado 

The Allen Foundation, Fort Lauderdale, Florida   

Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority, Dartmouth

College   

http://www.summersway.org/
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Looking  Forward

In the future we want to provide hope and benefit

to the many afflicted families touched by

Rhabdomyosarcoma, and other childhood

cancers. Together we will help to move the needle

even closer toward real progress and cures.  

We will continue to update you frequently through

our website www.summersway.org, on Summer’s

Way Foundation Facebook, and through these

newsletters.   

On behalf of the Summer’s Way Foundation and

its Board members, I personally want to thank you

for your incredible support and generosity. I do not

take your support for granted and recognize that

among the many other good causes we compete

with, you chose to back our initiatives. I hope to

show that your donations are indeed making a

difference in another’s life, and that through our

proven success, the Foundation will continue to

enjoy your ongoing involvement and generosity.  

Positive Tracks Hanover, New Hampshire 

The Dallas Foundation Dallas, Texas 

Rogers and Sons Blood Drive 

Rose Medical Center Denver, Colorado 

US Anesthesia Partners Denver, Colorado 

Sharon Hammond M.D 

President, Summer’s Way Foundation 

Mr. Jason Clark, Jennifer Clark M.D., Mrs. Hannah 

Fransen LSW, COL. (Ret.) Sterling Hammond, Ms. 

Marisa Phillips, and James Soldano M.D. 

Summer’s Way Foundation Board Members  

Be Strong - Be Positive - Be Better

Anoush Arakelian, 2017 participant in Boston

Marathon assisting another runner, Fundraiser for

Summer's Way Foundation

Dartmouth College First Annual Summer's Way 4x4 

Soccer Tournament 

Mr. Stacy Roger, Rogers and Sons, Community Blood

Drive

http://www.summersway.org/

